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January. bud 1835. 

1835. Jan'y 2. (Present, 40. DuPonceau in the Chair ; 
Judge Hopkinson, Judge Morgan ; Drs. Chapman, Griffith, 
F. Bache, Meigs, Bell, La Roche, Horner, Davis, Moore, 
Gibson, Mease, Harlan, Hays, McEuen, Emerson, Hodge, 
Coates, Wood ; Messrs. A. D. Bache, Tanner, Lukens, H. 
C. Carey, Fisher, Mcllvaine, Merrick, C. C. Biddle, Raguet, 
Bancker, Ord, Vaughan, Wetherill, Lea, Kane, Keating, 
Nicklin, Baldwin, Wharton.) 

Election of officers (38 votes reported) : 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President — P. S. DuPonceau. 
Vice-Presidents — Chapman, Hopkinson, Ord. 
Secretaries — F. Bache, Kane, A. D. Bache, 0. D. Meigs. 
Councillors — Wm. Rawle, Rob. Hare, W. Hembel, E. 
Nulty. 

Curators— J. P. Wetherill, R. E. Griffith, Isaac Lea. 
Treasurer — John Vaughan. 

Prof. Hamilton's (of Nashville) communication was read 
and referred to the Committee on Eclipse. 

Library donations from five persons. 

Committee on Eclipse reported progress. 

Committee of Finance reported progress in duty enjoined 
at last meeting. 

Secretaries reported progress in notifying members. 

Committee of December 19, 1834, on Necrological Notices 
of Members reported resolutions, which were laid on the 
table. 

" Descriptions of two new species of shells," read by Mr. 
Lea. 

New members elected: Henry D. Rogers, of Philadelphia; 
James P. Espy, of Philadelphia ; Ed. H. Courtenay, Pro- 
fessor Mathematics, University of Pennsylvania ; C. W. 
Short, M.D., of Lexington, Kentucky ; Jno. Brockenbrough, 
of Richmond, Virginia; John Wickham, of RichmondVir- 
ginia ; Jno. Torry [sic], M.D., Professor Chemistry, College 
Physicians, &c, New York; Joseph Henry, Professor Natu- 



January. w* 1835. 

ral Philosophy, College of Princeton, New Jersey ; D. Fran- 
cis Condie, M.D., of Philadelphia ; Col. Wm. Drayton, lato 
of Sotith Carolina. 



1835. Jan'ylQ. (Present, 21. DuPonceau in the Chair ; 
new members: Henry, Rogers, Espy, Courtenay, introduced.) 

Letters of acknowledgment for Transactions IV, iii, re- 
ceived. Library donations from seven sources. 

Committeo on Morelli's memoir reported " that the paper 
not offering to American readers the kind of Interest which 
such treatises often excite in European Antiquarians it is 
not recommended for publication in the Transactions of this 
Society." 

Committee on History and General Literature's recom- 
mendation that certain MSS. be opened to the Committee 
of the Historical Society was adopted. 

Indian languages: On the recommendation of the same 
Committee that a Special Committee be appointed, it was 

Resolved, That the Com. on H. & G. L. " be requested to report the 
amount required for the publication of the MSS. [on Indian languages in 
possession of the Society] .... and to ascertain if means can be found 
for defraying the expense of the same." 

" The President was at his request excused from prepar- 
ing a biographical notice of Gen 1 - LaFayette." 

" Description of a Galvanic Battery contrived by" Prof. 
Henry, was read and referred to A. D. Bache, F. Bache and 
Hare. (The drawings were presented December 19, 1834.) 

" Prof. Henry made a verbal communication of the follow- 
ing facts in Magneto- electricity, which he accompanied by 
the experimental demonstration of those relating to the 
spark produced : 

1. A long wire gives a more intense spark than a short one. 

There is, however, a length beyond which the effect is not increased, 
a wire of 120 feet gave about the same intensity of Spark as one of 240 
feet. 

2. A thick wire gives a larger Spark than a Smaller one of the same 
length. 



February. "65 3835, 

3. A wire coiled into a helix gives a more intense spark than the same 
Wire when uncoiled. 

4. A ribbon of Copper coiled into a flat Spiral gives a more intense 
spark than any other arrangement yet tried. 

5. A ribbon first doubled into two Strands and then Coiled into a flat 
Spiral gives no spark or a very feeble one. 

6. The effect is increased by using a longer and wider ribbon to an ex- 
tent not yet determined, the greatest effect has been produced by a coil 
96 ft. long and weighing 15 lbs. A longer conductor has not been tried. 

7. Large copper handles soldered to the ends of the coil of 96 feet, and 
these grasped by both, one by each hand, a shock is felt at the elbows 
when the contact is broken, with a battery of 1J ft. of Zinc surface. 

8. A shock is also felt when the copper of the battery is grasped by one 
hand & one of the handles with the other ; the intensity, however, is 
not as great as in the last Case. This method of receiving the Shock may 
be called the direct method, the other the lateral. 

9. The decomposition of a liquid is effected by the use of the coil by a 
single pair of plates, by interrupting the circuit and inserting a pair of de- 
composing wires. 

10. A mixture of oxygen and hydrogen is also exploded by using the 
coil and breaking the contact in a bladder containing the mixture. 

11. The property of producing an intense spark is induced in a short 
wire by introducing at any point of a Compound galvanic circuit a large 
flat spiral. 

12. A Spark is produced when the plates of a single battery are sepa- 
rated by a foot or more of diluted acid. 

13. Little or no increase in the effect is produced by inserting a piece of 
Soft iron into the centre of a flat spiral. The effect produced by an electro- 
magnetic magnet in giving the shock is due, principally, to the coiling of 
the long wire which surrounds the Soft iron. 

Standing Committees for 1835 were appointed : 
Finance — C. C. Biddle, Ord, Vaux. 
Publication — Lea, Griffith, Hays. 
Hall — Strickland, Kane, Vaughan. 
Library — Moore, Pickering, Hays. 
Librarian elected — Vaughan. 

List of Members read by the Secretary. 

1835. Feb'y 6. (Present, 17. Mease in the Chair.) 

Dr. Short acknowledged notice of membership. 
Library donations from the University of Pennsylvania, 
and thirteen persons. 



February. ODD X835. 

Insurance : Report of Finance Committee : 

" The undersigned Committee on the Insurance of the property of the 
A. P. S. agree to order Insurance as follows, viz. ; $1600 on hooks valued 
as follows : 8° at $1.25 per Vol.— 4° at $2.50— Folios at $4.00 ; and $4000 
on the Cabinet of minerals and miscellaneous articles belonging to the 
Society ; and further that $5000 be insured upon the building, making the 
sum of $25,000, as authorized by resolution of the Society, Dec. 19, 1834. 
Phila., Feb. 6, 1835. Signed, C. N. Bancker, Robt. Vaux." 

" The report was accepted, and its provisions ordered to 
be carried into effect." 

Committee on Henry's paper reported it for publication. 
Approved. 

Committee on Tirlader de Azanbiya's [sic] paper " On the 
Value of Coins of different countries and epochs," " made a 
report, which was on motion approved, recommending that 
the Volume be preserved in the Library, and that the thanks 
of the Society be presented to its author." 

" Contributions to Electricity and Magnetism," by Joseph 
Henry, was read by A. D. Bache, and referred to Committee 
on his former paper. 

" Corrections of the barometer," by Dr. Emerson, was read 
by him, and referred to Committee on Physical Scieuce. 

"Resolved, That the abstract of Prof. Henry's paper inserted in the 
minutes of Jan. 16 be published in some Journal." 



1835. FeVy 20. (Present, 17. DuPonceau in the Chair ; 
new member, Condie, and others.) 

Library donations from three persons. 

Publication Committee reported all papers ordered for 
publication as printed, except Prof. Henry's, which was in 
the printer's hands. Also, that since their last reported 
balance of $464.13, they had "passed" $1107.84 of bills, 
and paid $602.09. Balance in hand $8.03 ; debt, $505.75 
($248 of which must be paid March 1). Also, the Commit- 
tee trust and believe that it will not be necessary to make a 
further appropriation for Vol. V, " unless papers are passed 
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upon them with more rapidity than heretofore." The Com- 
mittee offered the following resolution: 

" That $250 be appropriated to the current expenses of Vol. V, and that 
the Treas. be directed to pay said amount to the Com. of Publication." 

Adopted. 

" On the effect of the Moon on the depositions from the 
Atmosphere :" Verbal communication by Dr. Emerson, " in 
which he, showed by a review of the conflicting deductions 
of the most distinguished labourers in this field and a priori 
from the principles regulating the hygrometric state of our 
atmosphere that no effect could be ascribed to the influence 
of the Moon." 

Prof. Rogers stated that "Western fur traders had told 
him that the Meteoric display of November 13, 1833, had 
been witnessed four hundred and fifty miles up the Missouri 
river, at the mouth of Yellowstone, and on the headwaters 
of the Colorado, with the same appearance, and similar 
weather as in the Atlantic States. Prof. Bache said that re- 
plies to the Secretary of War, U. S., from the military posts 
certified to the fact of no remarkable display November 13, 
1834. 

Election of Members ; Revision of the Law : The following 
resolution, offered by S. Vaughan and A. D. Bache, was laid 
over, as required by the laws : 

"Resolved, That so much of Sect. 1, Chap. I, of the Laws of the Society 
be repealed as requires that the election of members shall be held only at 
the Stated Meeting on the first Friday of Jan'y of each year ; and that in 
lieu thereof, the provision, in the old laws relating to the same subject be in- 
serted, as follows : ' and that only on the third Friday in the months of Jan- 
uary, April, July and October,' and in-order to such Election at least 
twenty members must be present." Notification to members ordered. — [ On 
the 20th March, the Resolution was adopted. See Minutes. ] 

1835. March 6. (Present, 21. DuPonceau in the Chair ; 
Hopkinson, A. B. Bache, F. Bache, Meigs, Lea, Vaughan, 
Major Bache, Bancker, Nicklin, Tanner, Gummere, Hays, 
Lukens, Emerson, Pickering, Coates, Mease, "Wood, Courte- 
nay, Rogers.) 



March. OOO X885. 

Letters from Torrey, Tamer, and Bentham. 

Donations from the Horticultural Society and six persons. 

Committee on Coins continued. 

Committee on Henry's paper (Long Conductor) reported 
for publication. 

Committee on Eclipse reported a collection of " Observa- 
tions" made at Philadelphia, Haverford, Westhills, Balti- 
more, Charlottesville, Norfolk, Cincinnati and Nashville. 
Referred to the Publication Committee for insertion in the 
Transactions. 

" jDe lingua Othomitorum," by Emanuel Naxera, of Mexico, 
was presented by DuPonceau, and referred to DuPonceau, 
Keating and Espy. 

" Practical rules for calculating .... an eclipse of the 
sun . . . ." by Prof. Cummere, was read by Prof. A. D. 
Bache, and referred to Dr. F. Bache, Prof. Courtenay and 
Mr. Roberts. 

Royal Transactions of London : First 6 Vols, ordered pur- 
chased to complete the set. These volumes Mr. Vaughan 
had recently procured. 

There being no quorum for passing any law, the order to 
notify members was renewed. 

1835. March 20. (Present, 24. Duponceau ; Chapman, 
Meigs, F. Bache, A. D. Bache, Vaughan, Hare, Lukens, 
Espy, Hodgson, Merrick, Bancker, Baldwin, Carey, Robin- 
son, Mease, Pickering, Morgan, Major Bache, Harlan, T. 
Biddle, Peale, Wood, Raguet.) 

Portraits of Franklin and Jefferson : The request of the 
Commissioners of Southwark, through Thos. D. Green, for 
a loan of these pictures, for the purpose of having them 
copied was granted. 

Museo Borbonico: Chevalier Morelli's letter accompanying 
" a donation of the Royal Museum Borbouicum," was read, 
and a special letter of thanks from the President voted, with 
a present of the Transactions of the American Philosophical 
Society to the King of the Two Sicilies. 



April. "69 1835. 

Other donations from the Royal Society of Antiquarians, 
Paris, and four persons. 

A list of coins was accepted, a report of the Committee on 
Coins. 

Committee on Physical Science reported the following 
resolution: 

"That the Com. on Physical Sciences have authority to communicate 
with the City Councils in relation to assistance in the erection of an 
Astronomical Observatory under the charge of this Society." 

Adopted. 

Committee on Naxera's paper reported it for publication. 
Adopted. 

Insurance: The Treasurer reported that he had effected 
Insurance as follows : " Annual in the Franklin Ins. Office, 
$16,000 on the library (valuing Folios at $4 ; 4° at $2.50 ; 
8°, &c, at $1.00) ; Annual in Penn a office, $4000 on the Cab- 
inet, minerals, objects of N. H., models in wood & plaster, 
coins & medals ; In Phila. Contribution Office perpetual, 
with privilege of withdrawing at certain periods, $5000, de- 
posit 2£ p. c." 

Librarian reported that he had given notice that the en- 
acting of laws would form part of the business of the even- 
ing. The number required by the laws being present, it was 
voted to consider the proposed change in the laws. The 
Resolution was then adopted. [See Minutes of Feb. 20.] 



1835. April 3. (Present, 15. DuPonceau in the Chair.] 

Donations from the St. Petersburgh Academy and Major 
Bache. 

DuPonceau reported that he had complied with the in- 
structions of the Society in relation to Chev. Morelli. 

A map of Charleston harbor was presented by Major 
Bache, with a verbal description of his survey and in evi- 
dence of its minuteness and accuracy. He was requested to 
reduce his statement to writing for a future meeting. 

Prof. Bache described two kinds of apparatus for illus- 
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trating the " laws of the Absorption and Radiation of Heat 
by different surfaces." 

1835. April 17. (Present, 13. Dr. Bache in the Chair.) 

Letters were read and donations reported. 

A donation of Turkish, Egyptian and Greek Coins was re- 
ceived from Mr. H. B. Hodgson, with a list of the coins. 

An obituary notice of Pougens was read by the President. 

An obituary notice of DuPont was read by the President. 

The death of the Hon. Jas. Brown was reported, and H. 
D. Gilpin " requested to prepare a necrological notice." 

Prof. Hare described verbally certain very volatile liquids, 
which he had obtained by the reaction of alcohol and sul- 
phuric acid, with a powerful refrigerator, " and which he con- 
ceived to be combinations of sulphurous acid and hydric 
(sulphuric) ether, analogous to the combinations of alcohol & 
water." He exhibited a specimen of these, colorless and re- 
tained as a liquid by pressure. One of these liquids boiled 
at28°F. 

A copy of the Transactions, N. Ser., ordered to be sent to 
the Asiatic Society, London. 

1835. May 1. (Present, 18. DuPonceau in the Ohair.) 

B. P. Joslin's enquiry about his communication respecting 
an air-pump, was referred to the Board of Officers. 

Donations of books from five persons, and the Council of 
Mines. 

Historical Committee reported on the unpublished MSS., 
and was discharged from further consideration of the sub- 
ject. 

Committee on Fisher's coins reported a description of 
forty-one pieces. 

" Prof. Henry made a verbal com. referring to certain facts 
which he intended to present to the Society at a future 
time : 

" 1. That a hollow Cylinder of Steel, one-tenth of an inch in thickness, 
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may be magnetised on the Surface -without exhibiting Signs of free mag- 
netism in the interior, and vice-versa, and showing that a body is suscepti- 
ble of different magnetic Strata. 

"A further confirmation of this point he stated to have been furnished 
by a Steel magnet of the horse shoe form, which had acquired a permanent 
polarity in one direction, so strongly that the effect of reversing the Poles 
by a galvanic current, was only transient, the magnet returning to its 
original polarity on the cessation of the current. 

" 2. The magnetism of Steel and Soft Iron differ in many particulars ; 
a small steel magnet capable of lifting 10 lbs. was able to confer a more 
powerful change upon Steel than an electro-magnet which could sup- 
port 100. 

"The transient effect of a galvanic current on a Steel magnet and on a 
soft-iron electro-magnet is different. 

"3. That he had investigated the best mode of making Electro-Mag- 
nets." 

Prof. Hare made a communication supplementary to his 
verbal remarks offered at the last meeting : 

"From certain theoretical views in regard to the formation of the oil of 
Wine, he was induced to attempt the combination of sulphuric acid with 
the bases of the essential oils ; he had obtained by the action of Sulphuric 
acid on the oil of turpentine a yellow liquid which by the addition of am- 
monia gave ether, and a liquid resembling the oil of wine but differing 
from it in fragrancy, &c. This liquid which he provisionally termed sul- 
phate of terebenthine ; potassium bright after a week and a sulphate of 
sassafrine strikes them gives a beautiful red colour, with sulphuric acid. He 
had succeeded in combining sulphuric acid with various essential oils, or 
their carburetted hydrogen bases ; having failed only in relation to oil of 
cinnamon. Dr. Hare showed specimens of pure oil of wine, and of the 
sulphates of terenbenthine and sassafrine." * 

The death of Dr. Ed. Stevens, of Santa Cruz, " an early 
member of the Society," Sept. 26, 1834, was announced by 
Dr. Bache. 

1835. May 15. (Present, 12. Col. Dayton in the Chair ; 
A. D. Bache, Lea, Vaughan, Lukens, Hays, Merrick, Pick- 
ering, Espy, Mease, Courtenay, McEuen.) 

Acknowledgments for Transactions I, i, from the Geo- 
logical Society of London, L. and P. S., Manchester, Society 
of Arts, Zoological Society, and London Institution ; and 
for Transactions IV, iii, for the L. and P. S., Manchester. 

* This passage Is verbatim. 



June-July. 6»2 1835. 

Letter from the Royal Society, London, respecting Medals 
to be awarded in 1837 ; ordered published in the Journal of 
the Franklin Institute and Silliman's Journal. 

Donations from nine sources : For the Cabinet from two 
persons. The collection of plants presented by Dr. C. "W. 
Short, of Lexington, Ky., was referred for examination to 
the Committee on Natural History. 

Committee on Fisher's Coins reported, and was dis- 
charged. 

" Contributions to the Geology of the Tertiary formations 
of Virginia," by Henry D. Rogers and W. B. Rogers, was 
read and referred to Pickering, Nicklin, Griffith. 

1835. June 12. Special Meeting. (Present, 28. DuPon- 
ceau in the Chair ; Chapman, Kane, A. D. Bache, Vaughan, 
Griffith, Moore, Pickering, Randolph, Tidy man, C. C. Bid- 
die, Espy, T. R. Peale, Gilpin, Raguet, H. D. Rogers, N. 
Biddle, Lukens, Meredith, Merrick, T. Biddle, Major Bache, 
Emerson, Bell, Horner, Condy, Courtenay, Tanner.) 

[A blank page was to have received the minute of the Re- 
port of the Physical Society. A loose paper, dated Decem- 
ber, 1853, states that " this Special Meeting probably related 
to the Ordinance of Councils, passed May 28th 1835, appro- 
priating $2500 towards the expense of purchasing instru- 
ments for an Astronomical Observatory, provided the Society 
contributed an equal sum. (Signed) F. B." (Franklin 
Bache?)] 

1835. June 19. (Present, 20. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Donations from two academies and ten persons ; and one 
for the Cabinet from M. Ramon de Sagra. 

" Com. on Collecting funds for the erection of Astronomical 
Observatory:" N. Biddle and Dr. McEuen were added to the 
Committee. Dr. Chapman reported progress. 

1835. July 10. Special Meeting. (Present, 10. Duponceau ; 



July. 673 1835. 

Chapman, Kane, Meigs, Vaughan, Patterson, Pickering, 
Lukens, Bell, Moore.) 

Marshall's death : " The President stated that the meeting 
was called for the purpose of taking measures to do honor to 
the memory of their late member Chief Justice Marshall." 
The following preamble and resolutions, presented by Dr. 
Chapman, were adopted : 

"The American Philosophical Society having heard with the deepest 
sorrow of the death of their illustrious Associate Chief Justice Marshall, 
and being eager to evince their Affectionate Veneration for his Memory do 

Resolve, That, as a manifestation of their Sensibility on this melancholy 
occasion the members of the Society will wear the usual badge of mourn- 
ing on the arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That their associate, Judge Hopkinson, be appointed to pre- 
pare an obituary Notice commemorative of the eminent virtues, talents 
and services of the deceased, to be inserted in the Volume of the Transac- 
tions of the Society now in the press. 

Resolved, That their associate, John Sergeant, Esquire, who had been 
selected by the Bar of Philadelphia to deliver a funeral Oration on the de- 
ceased, be desired to express in his Discourse in a particular manner the 
Sympathetic feelings of this Society. 

Resolved, That Peter S. Duponceau Esquire, as President of the Society 
be directed to transmit a copy of these Resolutions to the family of the de- 
ceased, with a letter of condolence on the afflictive bereavement, which 
they have sustained." 

Resolutions to be published in the daily papers. 



1885. July 17. (Present, 82. DuPonceau in the Chair ; 
Drayton, Tanner, P. Peale, Gummere, Baldwin, Hodge, 
Wharton, Wood, and others.) 

Donations from eight sources. 

Committee on Gummere's paper reported for its publica- 
tion. 

Committee on Rogers & Bro.'s paper reported for its publi- 
cation. 

The death of Prof. T. P. James, University of Pennsyl- 
vania, was announced by Dr. Hodge ; who was appointed to 
prepare " an obituary notice." 

PBOC. AMEB. PHILOS. SOC. I. xliii. PRINTED OCTOBER 21, 1884. 



August. 674 18&5. 

Tornado of New Brunswick : Mr. Espy described " the late 
destructive storm at & near New Brunswick," New Jersey, 
from observations by himself and Prof. Sacbe ; " showing, 
first, that on the course of the Storm, there was an upward 
motion in the centre & outward at the top, & inward below ; 
that this moving vacuum .... varied in the distance of 
its lower point from the earth ; that it moved irregularly 
forward iu a general eastwardly direction before reaching 
New Brunswick, sometimes pausing in its course. — The 
facts proving this point were stated ; & diagrams, made 
from angles taken with the compass, were exhibited." 

" Prof. Hare made some remarks in which he attributed 
Tornadoes to the action of Electrical Currents." 

New Members elected: Prof. "Wm. B. Kogers, of William 
and Mary's College, Virginia ; Mr. Thomas Sully, of Phila- 
delphia ; M r - Charles A. Agardh, of Lund, Sweden. 



1835. Aug. 21. (Present, 9. DuPonceau; Kane, Vaughan, 
Patterson, Pickering, Emerson, Lukens, Baldwin, Wood.) 

Donations from twelve sources. A metallic Thermometer 
made by Moxtandon, of Washington, was presented by Mr 
Kane. 

" Obs. on the Mortality of Philadelphia under the age of 
puberty, showing the excessive proportion of the Male over 
the Female deaths, & the particular sources from which it 
proceeds," was communicated by Dr. Emerson " without a 
view to publication." 

A Dialytical Telescope, by Ploffel, of Vienna, and Pearson's 
Introduction to Practical Astronomy, imported by Mr. 
Vaughan, being oifered to the Society at cost of importa- 
tion, " It appearing that the Telescope was of superior char- 
acter, & such as will be required for the Observatory of the 
Society, it was 

"Resolved, That the Society accept the offer of Mr. Vaughan, provided 
the expense .... shall not exceed $200. " 



Sept.-Oct. 675 1833. 

1835. Sept. 18. (Present, 17. Du Ponceau in the Chair.) 

Acknowledgment of Transactions IV, ii, from Royal 
Academy, Berlin. 

Binnej/s Eulogium on Marshall: Invitation from City 
Councils. 

Donations received from three sources. 

Descriptions of Megaspera and other new shells by Mr. 
Lea, read by Dr. Hays; "not intended for immediate pub- 
lication." 

A necrological notice of Simon De "Witt (with T. Ro- 
meyn Beck's Eulogy of De Witt), was presented by Mr. 
Kane. 

Observations on the New Brunswick and other tornado 
localities visited by him in August last, were described ver- 
bally by Mr. Espy. 

Observations on the Tides along our Atlantic coast, for twenty 
days during June last, by order of the General-in-Chief 
United States Army at the request of the British Admiralty, 
to be connected with like observations in England, France 
and their colonies, were described by Prof. Bache. 

Hdlley's comet : Prof. Patterson stated that it had been 
seen by himself and others " a few evenings since," as a 
nebula, and " was now visible through a common spy-glass." 

Mr. Espy requested the members to cooperate with the 
Committee of the American Philosophical Society and 
Franklin Institute on Meteorology, " to extend the list of 
observers." 

The death of the Chev. John M. DuPonceau, of La Ven- 
dee, was announced by Mr. Vaughan, and the President was 
requested to prepare an obituary notice. 

The death of Jos. Roberts, Jr., was announced by Prof. 
Bache, and " Prof. Dan. B. Smith was requested to present 
the Society a Necrological notice of our deceased member." 

1835. Oct. 2. (Present, 16. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 
Donations from eleven sources (two individuals). 



Oct.-Nov. 676 1835. 

Donations for the Cabinet from Mr. Hassler. 

" On the alleged influence of Colours on the radiation of 
non-luminous heat." Verbal communication from Prof. 
Bache. 

1835. Oct. 16. (Present, 21. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Donations from six sources. Thanks voted to the Geo- 
logical Society of France through M. Roux de Rochelle. 
[Probably the Geographical Society ; for] " Dr. Mease stated 
that he possessed the Vols, of the prior series of the Trans. 
of the Geograph Soc. of France, which were at the service of 
the Society." Offer accepted, and thanks voted to Dr. 
Moore. 

Necrological Notice of Chev. DuPonceau, read and laid 
on the table. 

" On the differences of longitude of several places in the U. 
S. as determined by Obs. of the Solar Eclipse of Nov. 30, 
1834," by Ed. H. Courtenay, Professor of Mathematics, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania ; referred to A. D. Bache, Patter- 
son, Lukens. 

Gas introduced: A Com. consisting of Dr. Patterson, Mr. 
Vaughan, Mr. "Wharton, was appointed to consider the 
propriety of introducing gas for lighting this building, with 
power to take order. 

No election of members because no quorum. 

1835. Nov. 6. (Present, 20. Judge Hopkinson in the 
Chair.) 

Donations from six sources. 

Hall rented for City Offices : Resolution of the Committee 
of Councils : 

"Resolved, That a Chairman of the Com. on City Property be requested 
to ascertain from the A. P. S. upon what terms the Hall of said Soc. 
could be obtained for City Offices" ; and a Com. consisting of Dr. Pat- 
terson, Prof. Bache, Dr. Chapman, and Mr. Strickland, was appointed to 
confer With the Com. of Councils. 



November. t>77 1835, 

Committee on Courtenay's paper reported it for publica- 
tion. 

Committee on lighting the Hall with gas, reported action 
" as far as to authorize the introduction of the pipes." 

Magellanic premium : " The papers relating to the inven- 
tion of M. Planton of Philadelphia, & for which he applies 
for the Mag. Premium were laid before the Society .... 
& referred to the Board of Officers." 



1835. Nov. 20. (Present, 19. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Donations from eight sources. 

Planton's invention being patented, could not compete 
for the Magellanic Premium. This was the report of the 
Board of Officers. 

Committee of Conference with City Councils reported 
progress. 

" Attempt to show that tornadoes or Water spouts may be 
produced by & are the consequence of an electric discharge," 
by Dr. Hare who wished it to lie for the present on the 
table of the Society. 

Star Shower : " Facts respecting the Meteoric Phenomena 
of Nov. 13, 1834, communicated (to Silliman's Journal) by 
Denison Olmstead, Prof. N. Ph., Yale Coll." a printed paper, 
was "presented as a verbal communication," by Prof. 
Bache, who said that it was intended to show "that, 
from the new facts presented, the Meteors seen in England 
were certainly ordinary meteors ;" concluding " that no sat- 
isfactory evidence has yet been presented of a Meteoric dis- 
play which in numbers, in peculiarities, or in connexion, as 
parts of the same display, & extent conjoined, was such as to 
connect it with the meteoric display of 1833." 

MS. Maps of Cvia, St. Domingo and Porto Rico : The Li- 
brarian was requested to procure for the Society these maps 
to which he had called their attention. 

"The Monuments of Egypt' & Nubia." "The president 
stated that certain members would agree to pay half the 



December. ©io I835. 

cost of a new work on the Antiquities of Egypt .... about 
to be published under the direction of the Grand Duke of 
Tuscany, provided the Soc. would pay the other half 
amounting to 400 francs." Offer agreed to. 

Prof. Bache was permitted to refer to the Minutes of a 
verbal communication made by him in November, 1834. 

1835. Dec. 4. (Present, 12. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Donations were received from three sources. 

The President stated that half the cost of the book on 
Egypt had been subscribed. 

Committee on Physical Science (Prof. Bache) reported that 
the United States Secretary of "War acceded to the Com- 
mittee's request " to have observations made on the sudden 
rise & fall of the waters of the Northern Lakes." 

Publication Committee's annual report presented. 

Lunar tables, by Dudley Leavitt, of Meredith, F. H., was 
presented, and referred to A. D. Bache, Courtenay, Patter- 
son. 

The death of Judge Tait (October 7) was announced, and 
Mr. Lea appointed to prepare an obituary notice. 

1835. Dec. 18. (Present, 13. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Donations from the Commissioners of the British Records 
and seven other sources. (" Report on the Geology, &c, of 
Mass.," from the Governor of Massachusetts to whom the 
President was requested to return thanks.) 

A donation to the Cabinet from Dr. Mease. 

Committee on Leavitt's paper, reported " that the tables 
of Mr. L. have long since been superseded by more complete 
methods." 

Finance Committee reported on the Treasurer's accounts. 

Appropriations "for the current year:" Hall expenses, 
$150; Binding, $100; Scientific Journals, $200; Current 
expenses, $200. 



January. "79 1836. 

The death of Ben. Vaughan, of Hallowell, Maine, a mem- 
ber, was announced, and Mr. Merrick appointed to prepare 
a notice. 

Extra- Magellanic Premium: A communication accom- 
panied by a sealed paper endorsed "Investigator," was 
presented and referred to the Board of Officers. 

Prof. Bache, in reference to " the hypothesis advanced by 
Prof. Phillips, of London, to explain the greater quantity of 
rain which falls at the surface of the ground than at a 
height above it," claimed it for Dr. Franklin, whose letter 
to Mr. Percival, of England, first published in the Manches- 
ter Memoirs for 1784, contains the hypothesis referred to. 

1836. Jan'y 1. (Present* 16. V. P. Patterson in the 
Chair ; F. Bache, A. D. Bache, Vaughan, Ord, Lea, Nulty, 
Espy, Hembel, T. Peale, Courtenay, Hays, Mease, Emerson, 
Coates, Harlan.) 

Election of Officers reported ; V. P. Ord in the Chair to 
call the meeting to order ; after the report he yielded the 
Chair to Dr. Patterson, who had been elected in his place, 
Mr. Ord having declined reelection as Vice-President. 
Twelve votes only had been polled at the election in the 
afternoon. 

ANNUAL ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President — DuPonceau. 

Vice-Presidents — Chapman, Hopkinson, E. M. Patterson. 

Secretaries — F. Bache, Kane, A. D. Bache, Meigs. 

Curators — "Wetherill, Griffith, Lea. 

Treasurer — Vaughan. 

Donations of books from Harlan and DuPonceau. 

Transactions American Philosophical Society V, ii, re- 
ported " ready for publication." 

The death of Dr. Hosack, Dec. 22, 1835, was announced; 
Dr. Chapman appointed to prepare a notice. 

1836. Jan'y 15. (Present, 30. Patterson in the Chair ; 



